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SUBJECT: FIGUERES' TRIP TO U.S.S.R. 

1. EX COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT JOSE FIGUERES FERRER 
(1954-58 AND 1970-74) IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART SAN JOSE 
ON SEPTEMBER 1 1 FOR MOFCOW VIA MEXICO CITY ON OFFICIAL 
INVITATION TO VISIT U.S.S.R. HE WILL REPORTEDLY BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY EX MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE FERNANDO 
BATALLA, AND HIS SON, BUSINESSMAN JOSE MARTI FIGUERES. 

) F RGUERES ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO BE IN U.S.S.R. ABOUT 
2-3 WEEKS. FIGUERES HAS TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE REQUESTED AND 
RECEIVED ASSURANCES FROM HIS HOST THAT HE WILL BE 
PERMITTED TO VISIT SOVIET UNIVERSITIES AND TO MEET FREELY WITH 
BOTH STUDENTS AND FACULTY. 

3. FOR EMBASSY MOSCOW: FIGUERES, AT 69, IS THE GRAND 
OLD MAN OF COSTA RICAN POLITICS; HE IS KNOWN AS A WILY, 

AND OUTSPOKEN, AND COLORFUL POLITICIAN AND LEADER 
WHO IS STILL A POLITICAL POWER IN COSTA RICA. 

FIGUERES IS OF THE OLD SCHOOL OF DEMOCRATIC LEFT IN 
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LATIN AMERICA. AND, ALTHOUGH INDEPENDENT MINDED, IS FRIENDLY 
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TO US. HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN STAUNCHLY OPPOSED TO TOTALITARIAN 
GOVERNMENTS IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. AT PRESENT HE IS A 
FARMER AND A BUSINESSMAN. THIS IS FIGUERES' FIRST TRIP 
TO THE U.S.S.R.; THE INVITATION WAS ORIGINALLY EXTENDED 
WHILE FIGUERES WAS PRESIDENT. ANY COMMENTS YOU CAN PROVIDE ON 
FIGUERES' ACTIVITIES DURING VISIT WILL BE APPRECIATED. 

TODMAN 
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